
God made the world that he might communicate, and the creature receive, his glory; 

but also that it might be received both by the mind and heart.  

He that testifies his having an idea of God’s glory doesn’t glorify God so much as he that testifies also 

his approbation of it and his delight in it.

Jonathan Edwards 

Title: To Bring Him Glory

Main Passage: Ephesians 1:1-14
 
Secondary Passages: Philippians 1:20-21, Psalm 32:11, Psalm 16:11, Luke 10:20

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give 
you the desires of your heart.                    
Psalm 37:3-4

Overview: The final question to ask in this series is this: Why has God been so kind to us?  

This is important to consider because God could have left us in our sin, shame, and condemnation.  We haven’t 
earned, nor do we deserve, the blessings that are ours in Jesus.  But, praise the Lord, he has looked on us with 
kindness.  He has not treated us as our sins deserve.  And so the question becomes: Why such extravagant grace?

Paul’s answer is that it is for the praise of his glory (see verse 6, 12 and 14).  In other words, God has been gracious to 
us so that this world might see, trust, and ultimately praise him.

Do you see what this means?  It matters that we embrace and live out our identity in Christ.  It matters that we live 
forgiven, free, loved, chosen, holy, and blessed lives.  This matters, not simply because it is true, but even more deeply 
because living out our identity in Jesus brings glory to God.

Jonathan Edwards helps us understand what it looks like to bring glory to God: God is glorified not only by His glory 
being seen, but by it being rejoiced in.  When those that see it delight in it, God is more glorified than if they only see 
it.  His glory is then received by the whole soul, both by the understanding and by the heart.1

In other words, the point of understanding our identity in Christ isn’t so we can think, “This is all very interesting.”  No.  
The point of understanding our identity in Christ is so that we can delight in who we are, delight in what God has 
done, and praise him for his glorious grace.  

So don’t just think about who you are in Jesus; live out your identity to the praise of his glory.  Enjoy your life.  Live 
free.  You are a faithful saint.  You are blessed beyond compare.  You were chosen before time began.  You are 
holy and blameless.  You are a child of God.  You are redeemed through Jesus’ blood.  You are forgiven of all your 
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trespasses.  And you are sealed with the Holy Spirit.  

God has done all of this and more so that you might live to bring him glory.  So, again, enjoy your life, love God, love 
people, and live free.  

Opening Question:

• What is one thing God has done in your life or taught you during this series?  

Discussion Questions:

• Read Ephesians 1:1 – 14.  What sticks out to you from this passage?

• According to Ephesians 1:1 – 14, why has God been so kind to us?  

• Read Philippians 1:20 – 21, Psalm 16:11, 32:11, 37:3 – 4 and Luke 10:20.  According to these passages, how should 
we live our lives?  

• What keeps people from living out the identity that is theirs in Jesus?  

• What would it look like for someone to fully live out their identity in Jesus?  

Application Questions:

• What helps you to embrace and celebrate who you are in Jesus?

• What one part of your identity in Jesus is most difficult for you to embrace?  Why? 

• What one part of your identity in Jesus is most precious to you?  Why?  

• How has Ephesians 1:1 – 14 helped you embrace who you are in Jesus? 

Table Time with Kids
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?

• Read Ephesians 1:1 - 14.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

• Read Philippians 1:20 – 21, Psalm 16:11, 32:11, 37:3 – 4 and Luke 10:20.  According to these passages how should 
we live our lives?  God wants us to trust in Jesus and live joyful lives.

• How can you bring glory to God?  By enjoying him, trusting him, and living out his truth about who you are in Jesus.
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