
 WEEK #2
My Lord Jesus can hew heaven out of worse timber than I am.

Samuel Rutherford

Title: Faithful Saints

Main Passages: Ephesians 1:1-2, 1 Peter 2:9-17
 
Secondary Passages: Philippians 3:8-16

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than 
any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.                        
1 Corinthians 15:10

Overview: Saint is a misunderstood word.  Often when we think of saints we think of people who achieved some 
unusual connection with God.  Saints are the exceptional believers.  And yet Paul says every person who trusts 
in Jesus is a faithful saint.  This means in Jesus we are set apart and holy.  The reason we are set apart and holy is 
because Jesus died in our place and for our sins.  This means when God looks at us, he sees us as if we never sinned.

Now at first glance we may not embrace this part of our identity.  We may be tempted to say, “If you really knew me 
you would never say such a thing.”  But God knows all that we have done, all that we will do and he has a word to 
describe us and God’s word about us is truer than all the words about what we have done.  In Jesus we are faithful 
saints.

You don’t need to be around Christians for very long to know that this part of our identity is hard to see.  After all, 
Christians fail.  Christians struggle.  Christians commit crimes and acts of injustice.  Christians are no better than other 
people.

And yet God is not squeamish about associating with us, nor is he afraid to tell us the truth about who we are in Jesus.  
In Jesus we are faithful saints.

Do you see what all of this means?  God doesn’t call us saints because we are holy people in and of ourselves.  He 
doesn’t call us saints because we are more faithful or sincere in our devotion to him.  God calls us saints for one simple 
reason: God has set us apart and placed us in his son.  In others words our saintliness is because of what Jesus has 
done on our behalf.  

So why does God insist in calling us saints?  Because in Christ this is who we really are.  Furthermore, the more we 
embrace God’s truth, the more we will be holy as he is holy.

So this week, remember that you are a faithful saint.  You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for his own possession.
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Opening Question:

• What comes to mind when you think of a saint? 

Discussion Questions:

• Read Ephesians 1:1 – 2.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

• According to this passage, who are we in Christ Jesus? 

• Read 1 Peter 2:9 – 17.  What sticks out to you from these verses? 

• According to 1 Peter 2:9 – 17, how are saints to live their lives? 

• Notice that in the Bible God consistently tells us who we are before he tells us how to live.  Why is it so 
important to keep this pattern in mind?  

Application Questions:

• Why is it hard for people to believe that in Jesus they are faithful saints?

• Is there anything in your past that makes it hard for you to believe that you are a faithful saint?  

• Is there anything in your life today that is not consistent with someone who is a saint?  If so, what do you need to 
do about it?  

Table Time with Kids
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?

• As a family read Ephesians 1:1 - 2.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

• What does it mean to be a saint?  A saint is someone who loves Jesus and wants to honor Jesus.

• Are saints perfect?  No.  But saints strive to honor Jesus. 

• What does a saint do when they see areas in their lives that do not honor Jesus?  They ask for forgiveness and for 
power to change. 
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