
Oh, how precious is the good news that God does not hold our sins against us!  

And how beautiful is Christ, whose blood made it right for God to do this. 

John Piper

Title: Redeemed Through Blood

Main Passages: Ephesians 1:7-10, 1 Peter 1:18-19
 
Secondary Passage: Revelation 5:9-14

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.                        
Matthew 26:28

Overview: God is clear about our identity.  He doesn’t want us confused about who we are or what he has done for 
us.  So in verse 7 of Ephesians 1, God inspired the apostle Paul to write, “In [Jesus] we have redemption through his 
blood.”  

Redemption is a payment made to buy something back.  So in this passage we see that Jesus’ blood was the payment 
made to purchase or to redeem his people.

A story that illustrates the concept of redemption is the story of a small boy who lived by the sea.  This boy loved 
watching the boats sail in and out of the harbor.  His love for boats was so great that one summer he spent hours 
making a beautiful model boat which he then began to sail on the water.  One day a gust of wind caught his boat and 
took it far out into the sea.  The boy was heartbroken.  He missed his boat.  He wanted it back.  So day after day he 
walked the beach in search of his boat, but he never found it.  Then one day as he was walking through town he saw 
his boat in a store window.  The boy approached the store owner and told him the boat was his.  He told him how he 
had made the boat and how it had been lost.  But the store owner said the boat belonged to him.  He explained that 
he had paid a local fisherman a lot of money for it and he wasn’t going to give it away.  If the boy wanted the boat 
back, he would have to pay for it.  So the boy went home and worked for months and months to earn the money.  
When he finally had enough money, he returned to the store and bought back his boat.  As he was leaving he said 
with great joy, “You are twice mine, because I made you and now because I bought you back.”      

A payment was required for God to have us back.  The wages of our sin is death and this penalty must be paid in full.  
Neither society nor the universe can hold together if God were to simply say to sinners, “You may go free.  There is no 
payment required for your transgressions.”  

This approach to sin would violate the justice of God.  So what did God do?  He made the payment for our sins 
through the blood of Jesus.  So forgiveness is not free.  It cost Jesus his life.  That is why Christians adore Jesus.  He 
paid it all, so that we could be brought back into a relationship with the God who made us and loves us.    

WEEK #7
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Opening Question:

• Talk about something that is very valuable to you.  If you lost it, what would you be willing to pay to get it back?  

Discussion Questions:

• Read Ephesians 1:7 – 10 and 1 Peter 1:18 - 19.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

• Would it be a problem for God to forgive without demanding payment for sin?  Why or why not?   

• The wages of sin is death.  What does this truth reveal about the seriousness of sin?  

• Jesus died to pay the penalty for our sins.  What does this reveal about our worth in God’s eyes?

• Read Revelation 5:9 – 14.  What does Jesus’ willingness to die to pay the penalty for sin reveal about his worth?  

Application Questions:

• Do you believe that you are very valuable to God?  Why or why not?

• What happens in your life when you forget that you are valuable? 

• How would you respond if someone paid off a huge debt that you owed?  How can you display gratitude to 
Jesus for paying the penalty for your sins?  

Table Time with Kids
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?

• As a family read Ephesians 1:7 – 10 and 1 Peter 1:18 - 19.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

• Did Jesus have to die on the cross?  No.  God could have made us pay the penalty for sin, but in his grace Jesus laid 
down his life to pay the penalty for our sins.  

• What did Jesus purchase for us with his blood?  When Jesus died on the cross, he purchased for us forgiveness, a 
relationship with God, and eternal life in heaven.  

• What does Jesus’ willingness to lay down his life for you reveal about your value?  In God’s eyes you have great 
value.  He loves you and he will do anything to have a relationship with you.
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