
God puts our sins out of his remembrance and drowns them in the depths of the sea, 

and, moreover, receives the payment that was offered him in the person of his only Son. 

John Calvin 

Title: Forgiven Of Trespasses

Main Passages: Ephesians 1:7-10, John 8:1-11
 
Secondary Passages: 1 John 1:9, Isaiah 44:22, Hebrews 8:12, Micah 7:19, Psalm 103:12

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.                      
Hebrews 8:12

Overview: Redemption and forgiveness go hand in hand but it is important to consider each one separately.  
Redemption says God payed the penalty for our sins.  Forgiveness says the slate is totally clean.  God isn’t holding our 
sin against us, nor is he begrudging the fact that we needed a savior.  The author of Hebrews says that God doesn’t 
remember our sins, meaning he has let them go.  

Total forgiveness is something to celebrate.  It is beyond anything a pill or a therapist can provide.  It extends past 
our conscious and unconscious minds into our soul and it says, “Your sins are forgiven.  You are washed clean.  Jesus’ 
blood covers it all.”

I remember the first time I embraced this part of my identity in Christ.  I was in college.  I had trusted Jesus as a boy 
but I was still carrying around the burden of my sins.  I felt God was tolerating me and wondering if it was a good 
idea to save me.  During that time, I slept poorly because I always felt guilty and condemned.  Then one night I read 
Jeremiah 31:34, “For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”  

As I read that verse, the Holy Spirit gave me the assurance that my sins were totally forgiven.  God wasn’t holding 
onto what I had done, he had forgiven me to the degree that he couldn’t remember what I had done.  In other words, 
God had moved on and he was asking me to do the same.  He was asking me to return to him and to experience the 
joy of my salvation.  

That night the burden of my sin and shame was so consciously lifted that I felt as if I could float.  I was so happy and 
that night, for the first time in many years, I slept like a baby.

The good news of Jesus is that anyone can be forgiven, no matter what their sin is.  Total forgiveness is possible 
through Jesus.  And if we are in Jesus, God wants us to live forgiven of all our trespasses.

Opening Question:

• Talk about a time when someone let you off the hook.  How did it make you feel?
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Discussion Questions:

• Read Ephesians 1:7 - 10, Isaiah 44:22, Hebrews 8:12, Matthew 26:28, and Micah 7:19.  What sticks out to you 
from these verses?

• What do these verses reveal about God? 

• Look at John 8:1 – 11.  What do these verses reveal about God’s heart toward sinners?

• Look at 1 John 1:9.  What is our role in experiencing God’s forgiveness?

• What would it look like to embrace an identity as someone who is forgiven of all trespasses? 

Application Questions:

• Do you see yourself as a person who needs God’s forgiveness? Why or why not?

• Most people respond to the idea of God’s total forgiveness with, “But what about . . . ?”  What is your “But what 
about . . . ?”

• What happens in your life when you forget that God has totally forgiven you?  

• What is one thing you can do to shift from a bargaining posture with God where you are trying to do things to 
earn forgiveness to a posture of gratitude for what God has already done for you? 

Table Time with Kids
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?

• As a family read Isaiah 44:22, Hebrews 8:12, and Matthew 28:28. What sticks out to you from these verses?

• Does God forgive us if we trust in Jesus?  Yes.  God completely forgives all of our sins.

• Is there any sin too big for God to forgive?  No.  If we trust Jesus he forgives all of our sins.

• Does God want us to carry around the burden of our sin and shame?  No.  He wants us to embrace our identity as 
totally forgiven.  

20


