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WEEK 3

Date: April 26

Title:  Held in Honor

Main Passages: Hebrews 13:4, Acts 15:12 - 21

Secondary Passages: Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13, Romans 1:18 – 27, 1 Timothy 1:9-10, 1 Corinthians 6:9 – 10 

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be 
undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.                                                           Hebrews 13:4

Overview:  Last week we saw God’s good plan and purpose for marriage and sex.  Since sin entered our world in 
Genesis 3, God’s good plans have been dismissed and belittled.  This is sad, because God’s plans for marriage and sex 
lead to intimacy, life, and beauty.  Consequently, when the design that God placed in his creation is ignored, things 
stop working and eventually human life stops flourishing.  As such, the consistent witness of the Bible is to honor 
God’s design for marriage and sex.  Doing so brings glory to God and life to our souls.  

There are many ways to dishonor God’s design for marriage and sex.  Divorce, adultery, lust, sex outside of marriage, 
selfish sex inside of marriage, and pornography are all perversions of God’s beautiful design.  But what about 
homosexuality?  This is an important question for the church to answer because of the eager cultural embrace of 
homosexual behavior. 

So what do Christians believe about homosexuality?  Throughout human history, God’s people have believed and 
taught that homosexual behavior is contrary to God’s design and desire for marriage and sex.  This belief flows from 
what God reveals about marriage and sex in Genesis 1 – 3.  It also comes from Jesus’ teaching on divorce in Matthew 
19:3 – 9 and Mark 10:6 – 8.  In these passages Jesus presents marriage between one man and one woman and he 
sets marriage as the context for sexual expression.  In doing this, Jesus rules out homosexual behavior as a viable 
lifestyle for his followers.  If Jesus wanted to change the Old Testament ethic about marriage and sex, he had many 
opportunities to do so.  Yet he didn’t.  Instead, all of Jesus’ teaching upheld the Old Testament’s teaching on marriage 
and human sexuality.  Additionally, in the early church the apostles wrote a letter to the church in Antioch (Acts 15:12 
– 21) calling them to live according the sexual ethic established by God.  The implication of this letter is that the Old 
Testament’s prohibitions against homosexual behavior are still binding for believers today who are empowered by the 
Holy Spirit to live in a manner worthy of their calling.          

In light of these passages, as a church we believe that heterosexuality is God’s will for humanity and that, since God is 
loving, good and wise, a faithful expression of heterosexuality in marriage is the ideal to which God calls all people.

Additionally, we believe that a homosexual orientation is a result of the Fall in Genesis 3, where all of creation 
(including our sexuality) was subjected to futility.  As such, whatever biological or environmental roots to 
homosexuality that may be discovered, we do not believe that these permit or excuse homosexual behavior.  

Since homosexual desire is ultimately a result of the Fall, we have both deep compassion and patience for people who 
struggle with same-sex desire.  We also believe there is real, lasting hope and healing for all people in Jesus because 
according to the Scriptures, one day Jesus will make all things new, including our sexuality. 
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Until that great day, we believe the church is to call those who struggle with homosexual desires to live in the freedom 
of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.  In other words, those who struggle with same-sex desire are to look to Jesus 
and realize that he lived the life we struggle to live.  He died the death we deserve to give us forgiveness for all of our 
sexual faults and failures.  He rose so that we could live victorious over sin and he ascended so that the Holy Spirit 
could come to empower his followers to persistently put sin to death until Jesus returns to complete his work.    

As such, we believe Christians with same-sex desires should see all homosexual behavior as sin and renounce 
the practice of homosexual behavior.  Finally, we want Faith to be a church where all people are met with deep 
compassion and patience as they struggle to make sense of the impact that the Fall has had on their life.        

Opening Question: 
Why do you think there is so much confusion in our world about sex and marriage?

 
Discussion Questions: 

Read Hebrews 13:4.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
Why do you think God wants marriage to be held in honor and sex to be undefiled?  
Read Genesis 2:24 – 25 and Mark 10:6 – 8.  What sticks out to you from these passages?  
Read Romans 1:18 – 27, Leviticus 18:22, and 20:13.  What sticks out to you from these passages?   
In light of the verses that you just read, what does the Bible reveal about homosexuality? 
In Acts 15:12 – 21, the early church is wrestling with which Old Testament laws to place on New Testament 
believers.  What do the apostles require of New Testament believers?
In what ways does this reveal a consistent Old/New Testament view of homosexuality? 
Read 1 Corinthians 12:21 – 27 and Romans 12:9 – 13.  In light of these passages, how should the church respond to 
a Christian who has same-sex desires but has chosen not to act on those desires?  

Application Questions: 
Do you agree with the historic Christian position that homosexual behavior is wrong?  Why or why not? 
Often celibate gay/lesbian Christians face loneliness and isolation.  What can the church do to be a community 
that ends their loneliness and isolation?
Are you afraid to hear about the same-sex desires of brothers or sisters for whom Jesus died, even when they 
choose the hard and narrow path of celibacy?  Why or why not?  
Identify one specific action you will take as a result of this lesson.  Write it down.  If appropriate, share it with your 
small group 
 
 
 
 

What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it? 
Does God delight in same-sex behavior?  No.  Homosexuality is not God’s plan for humanity.
Why do certain men and women have same-sex desires?  Because of the Fall in Genesis 3.
Does God love people with same-sex desires?  Yes, very much.  God loves people so much that he sent Jesus to break 
the curse of sin.  
How should the church respond to people with same-sex desires?  The church should respond with deep compassion 
and patience because same-sex desires come from the Fall.  
What should you do if you struggle with same-sex desires?  The gospel calls all people to live in the light.  It is here that 
healing and redemption happens. Tell your parents and pastors so so they can lovingly walk with you through the healing 
and redemption process.                              

TABLE TIME WITH KIDS


