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WEEK 5

Date:  May 10

Title: A Parable of Permanence

Main Passages: Ephesians 5:22 – 33, 1 Corinthians 13:4 - 8

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.                               
                                                                                                                                                                     Ephesians 5:31 - 32

Overview: Every generation falls short of having a perfect view of marriage and so every generation must work to 
understand God’s ideal.  With that said, it shouldn’t surprise us that the church in our generation has some work to do 
to help our culture grasp the deepest meaning of marriage.  

In Ephesians 5 we come to a profound truth about marriage that the church must keep emphasizing.  Marriage is a 
gift that points to the permanent love and commitment that Jesus has for his bride, the church.  In other words, the 
deepest meaning of marriage is that it is a parable.  As such, one question that every couple must consistently ask is 
this: What must we do today to tell a clear and compelling story of Jesus and his church?

Asking this question will have profound implications for how you face what you face in marriage.  And let’s be honest, 
there is a lot you face in marriage.  You face stress and discouragement.  You face fiery trials and unsolved puzzles.  
Yes, there are high peaks of breathtaking romance and sexual ecstasy, but there are also swampy seasons of setbacks 
and failures, where you strain in the muck to move a family forward.  And so marriage is less like a Disney princess 
movie and more like Saving Private Ryan, meaning it’s full of sacrifice, trial and hard fought triumph.  Timothy Keller 
put it like this, “Marriage is anything but sentimental.  Marriage is glorious, but hard.  It is a burning joy and strength 
and yet it is also blood, sweat and tears, humbling defeats and exhausting victories…coming to know and love your 
spouse is difficult and painful – yet rewarding and wondrous.”1 

And so to be married well, we must see marriage for what it is or we will become disillusioned with what we have.  
Additionally, to marry well, single people must know what they are stepping into so they choose a spouse who will walk 
with them through marriage instead of a spouse who will capitulate when commitment and faithfulness are needed.  
So what is the deepest meaning of marriage? 

Marriage is primarily a parable of permanence because it points to the unending, costly, sacrificial love that Jesus has 
for his church.  Therefore, husbands and wives must live and love in such a way that clearly and truthfully reveals Jesus.  
The implications of this truth are endless, but the primary implication is this: staying married is not mainly about 
staying in love.  It is mainly about telling the truth with your relationship.  In other words, staying married is about 
showing people the gospel message that God loves his people with an unending, never giving up, always and forever 
love.  When husbands and wives live out this love in their marriage, they will leave a legacy of love for generations to 
come and they will establish a marriage that is stronger than iron and softer than snow. 

1 The Meaning of Marriage by Timothy Keller
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Opening Question: 
If you are married, what was a highlight of your wedding day?  If you are not married, what would you anticipate 
being a highlight?  This could be a really fun week for married couples in your small group to bring photo albums 
from their wedding day.

Discussion Questions: 
Read Ephesians 5:22 – 33.  What sticks out to you from these verses?
According to verse 32, what does marriage ultimately point to?
Why is it important to see marriage as a parable that points to the permanent love and commitment that Jesus 
has for his bride, the church? 
In what ways does marriage become more significant when we see it as a parable that is pointing to Jesus and the 
church? 
From 1 Corinthians 13:4 – 8 and other passages that come to mind, make a list of the ways that Jesus shows his 
love for the church.  What are the implications of this list for all believers?  What are the implications of this list for 
husbands and wives?     

Application Questions: 
How can you celebrate and strengthen the marriages around you?  
What are some ways that you find it easy to love?  What are some ways you find it difficult to love?  
Jesus loves his church in surprising ways.  He loves his church through the good, the bad and the ugly.  What 
would it look like to trust more in Jesus and his love for you?
How would you consider your relationship with Jesus?  Is he someone you go to each and every day for love, and 
nourishment? 
Identify one specific action you will take as a result of this lesson.  Write it down.  If appropriate, share it with your 
small group.  

 

What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
What is God’s plan for marriage?  God’s plan is for marriage to point to Jesus’ love for the church.
How did Jesus love the church?  Jesus died for his church.
How is Jesus’ love changing you? 
In light of Jesus’ love for the church, what kind of person should you look for as a future spouse?  A trustworthy 
person who will love you through all seasons of your life. 

TABLE TIME WITH KIDS


