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INTRODUCTION 
 
What is it about what you believe that gives you an ongoing hope in living, in dying? 
 

Four deaths in one weekend to men my age and older had sensitized me to 
that question afresh. 
 
Then in the three days that followed, the question kept coming up again and 
again.  

 
The first day on my way to the coffee shop early in the morning, I 
passed a sign which said, “Come, grow old with me. The best is yet to 
be.” Of course, I was thinking about those four older men. Each one 
had become sicker the older he got. I got to the coffee shop and sat 
down with a man I’ve talked to many times. He was about my age so I 
asked him, “What gives you hope in living?”  He said, “Whatever will 
be, will be.” So, I asked if that would give his grandson much hope in 
living. He just looked down. He had nothing to say about hope. 
 
The next morning I read in the news that the hands of the Doomsday 
Clock, according to the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, had been moved 
30 seconds closer to midnight, closer than it had been in more than 
half a century. 
 
The third day it was reported that the former Russian president, 
Mikhail Gorbachev, had said, “The world is preparing for war.” The 
news was also reporting how a mass murder planned by four teens 
had been averted in a Florida school. One of the suspects, a 13-year-
old, confessed that he was depressed and said, “I just wanted to die.” 
No hope in living and so young. 

 
Is it just a heroic bit of optimism to hope that the best is yet to be as we draw ever 
nearer to the end of life, growing weaker as the years go by?  Given the daily news, 
there seems to be ongoing fear that the best has already been and the worst is yet to 
be.  What can be said to a 13-year-old with an assault rifle, who says, “I just wanted 
to die”?  Which is it?  Is it the best or the worst that’s yet to be?  Can anybody be 
sure? 
 
The God of the Bible wants us to be sure and said to His people to whom He had 
given so many promises, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans 
for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 
Then we read in I Peter 1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope . . .” 
 
What exactly constitutes that “living hope”, and why is it that we can be sure of it?   
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THE RESURRECTION REALITY OF OUR HOPE 
according to I Corinthians 15 

 
For the Christian, the best reason for having confidence that the best is yet to be is 
revealed, in part, in what the Bible teaches about the resurrection of our bodies.  
The chapter at which we look today, I Corinthians 15, gives us two reasons to look 
forward to the reality of that resurrection. 
 

The first reason is related to the confidence we can have in the promise by 
the One who Himself has risen from the dead bodily.  

 
“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he 
die, yet shall he live.”  John 11:25 

 
“Because I live, you also will live.”  John 14:19 

 
The second reason is related to what we all can see in the life-giving power 
and ability of the Creator in the world about us right now. 

 
“For his invisible attributes, namely his eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly perceived, from (or, ever since) the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made.”  Romans 1:20 

 
A closer look at the way those reasons are laid out in I Corinthians 15 will deepen 
our joy and peace in believing what God has promised us, so that we may abound in 
hope that the best IS yet to be by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”  Romans 15:13 

 
 
THE CONVICTION THAT THE BEST IS YET TO BE BELONGS TO THOSE WHO 
BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY FOR THE VERY GOOD REASONS 
FOUND IN I CORINTHIANS 15:1-11 AND 35-49. 
 
Those reasons are given in answer to the questions and skeptical concerns some of 
the Corinthians apparently had about the resurrection of the body, as seen in verses 
12 and 35. 
 

“Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 
that there is no resurrection of the dead?” 
 
“But someone will ask, ‘How are the dead raised?  With what kind of body do 
they come?’.” 
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1. 

 
2. 

 
3. 

 
4. 
 
 
 

I.  THE PROMISE OF JESUS CHRIST, WHO HIMSELF ROSE FROM THE 
DEAD, GIVES CREDIBLE REASON FOR OUR HOPE.  (VERSES 1-12) 

“Because I live, you too shall live.” (John 14:19) 
 
A.  In verses 1-4, Paul restates the core truths of the Gospel, including Christ’s 

Resurrection, establishing their credibility from prophetic Scriptural 
testimony. 

 
“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel  

 
• (which) I preached to you, 

 
• which you received,  

 
• in which you stand, and 

 
• by which you are being saved, 

 
if  you hold fast to the word I preached to you –  

 
unless you believed in vain  
(or, unless you never believed in the first place).  

 
 

“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: 
 

⇒ that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 
 

Isaiah 53:4-6, 8, 12b 
 
 

⇒ that he was buried, 
 

Isaiah 53:9 
 
 

⇒ that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 
 

Isaiah 53:10-12a 
 

Luke 24:25-27, 32, 44-48 
 

Acts 26:22-29 
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B.  In verses 5-9, Paul restates the substantive proof of the Resurrection, 
establishing its credibility from personal, eyewitness testimony. 

“He presented himself alive to them . . . by many proofs, 
 appearing to them during forty days. . .” (Acts 1:3) 

 
⇒ that he appeared 

o to Cephas,  
(It is interesting that Paul lists Peter first.  See Galatians 1:18.) 

Mark 16:7 
Luke 24:34 
John 20:1-10 
Acts 2:24-32; 3:15; 10:40-41 

 
o then to the twelve. 

Luke 24:36-46; John 20:19-20  (Easter evening) 
John 20:24-29  (Eight days later, Thomas is there this time) 

Jesus was very concerned about the lasting credibility of His 
bodily resurrection when He appeared to the twelve and they 
did not forget that! (I John 1:1-3)  That’s why they did more 
than just believe in His resurrection - they knew!   

 
o Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, 

most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 
This may have happened at the Galilean mountain site as in 
Matthew 28:10,16 or at the Ascension.  It would be hard to get 
500 false witnesses to tell the same made up story. 

 
o  Then he appeared to James, 

Compare John 7:5 with Acts 1:14 where we read that in the Upper 
Room were “Mary the mother of Jesus and his brothers”.  

 
o then to all the apostles. 

They are doubtless the 120 in the Upper Room in Acts 1:15 who 
saw Jesus’ Ascension.  See also Acts 4:33. 

 
o Last of all, . . . he appeared also to me. 

Acts 9 especially verse 17.  Also see I Corinthians 9:1. 
 

. . . so we preach and so you believed.” 
 

“Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 
that there is no resurrection of the dead?” 

The last phrase should read “resurrection of dead men”, because the 
article “the” is not there in the Greek text. 

5. 

 
6. 

 
7. 

 
8. 
 
 
11. 
 
12. 
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QUESTION:  In what ways would it matter to a professing Christian’s hope if he or 
she does not choose to believe in the resurrection of the body?  
 
In verses 13-19, Paul states the logical, theological, and personal consequences that 
result from that choice. 
 
 

“But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 
That is the basic logic of the choice if the dead are not raised. 

 
“And if Christ has not been raised, 

 
then our preaching is in vain and 

It is merely news about another man who failed. 
 

(then) your faith is in vain. 
Like stepping out in the dark on a bridge that isn’t there. 

 
(Then) We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified 
about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the 
dead are not raised! 

It would be like lying about seeing when in fact you did not and 
including God in your testimony under oath when lives were at stake.  
The “Good News” is not “fake news”. 

 
“For if the dead are not raised, (then) not even Christ has been raised. 

   
“And if Christ has not been raised, 

 
(then) your faith is futile and  

It is fruitless, meaningless; giving no resurrection hope in dying and no 
resurrection power in living.  (Philippians 3:10a) 

 
(then) you are still in your sins. 

Then there is no salvation in Jesus’ name (Acts 4:12) any more than in 
the name of anyone else who has ever lived. 

 
 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 

Those we have loved so much for a while are lost to us forever. 
 

“If in Christ we have hope in this life only, 
 

(then) we are of all people most to be pitied.” 
I Corinthians 15:30-32 
II Corinthians 6:4-10 

 
“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, . . .” 

13. 

 
14. 

 
15. 

 
16. 
 
17. 

 
18. 

 
19. 

 
20. 
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II.  THE ABILITY OF GOD, WHO HIMSELF CREATES ALL OF LIFE IN 
THIS PRESENT WORLD, GIVES US OBSERVABLE REASON FOR 
HOPE. (VERSES 35-49) 

 
 
A professing believer, like some of those at Corinth to whom Paul writes, may be 
overwhelmed by the doubts of those who question the resurrection of the body.  
Such people take on the viewpoint that, given the apparent universal and 
irreversible permanence of death in the human experience, there can be no viable or 
observable reason to believe that it is even possible that the dead would ever be 
raised bodily.  Their viewpoint is expressed in the question in verse 35a, 
 

“But someone will ask, ‘How are the dead raised?’” 
 
That sort of skeptic does not understand how it could ever be and therefore will not 
believe that it will ever be.   
 
That viewpoint may also gain a deeper hold in the skeptic’s mind when the 
increasingly corruptible changes to the aging human body finally take over and that 
body is utterly lost in the decomposition of physical, material death.  It seems 
impossible to believe that if the actual, material substance and particles of such a 
body are completely gone, that any recognizable resurrection body with any 
connection with the body such an individual had (like Jesus’ pre-resurrection body 
being gone from the tomb and His resurrection body being recognized by its 
connection with that former body involving even the scars) is ever going to happen 
either.  That aspect of the skepticism gets expressed in the question in verse 35b, 
 

“With what kind of body do they come?” 
 
That sort of skeptic does not understand the process by which it could ever take 
place and therefore will not believe that it will ever take place. 
 
But in thus denying the possibility of the bodily resurrection of the dead, such 
people are overlooking two observable truths from the present natural world 
summarized in verse 38, which begins with these words, “But God gives it . . .” 
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A.   The Creator God has observable power to make bodies as He chooses and 
does so all the time.  (36-38a) 

 
“What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.  And what you sow is not 
the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other 
grain.  But God gives it a body as he has chosen, . . .”  (36b-38a) 

 
This is stated in answer to the first question someone may pose found in verse 35, 
“How are the dead raised?” 
 
Many are skeptical about the resurrection of the body because the particles of a 
decomposed corpse are irretrievably lost – eaten, burned, blown away, etc.  That 
sort of skepticism is disarmed by the illustrative evidence of God’s ability to take a 
rotting seed and produce out of it a new body, which is all out of proportion to the 
size and substance of the seed.  God has given that seed “a body as he has chosen”.  
 
If God does that with ordinary seeds every Spring, why not with dead human bodies 
when Jesus Christ returns?  The God of the Bible had no problem making the body of 
the first man from material that had never been part of a human body at all before 
that moment.  What’s more, in the Beginning, He used “dust from the ground” 
(Genesis 2:7) that had not at one time existed at all.  God created out of nothing!   
 
If the Creator God can make all manner of vitality out of nothing in the Beginning, 
we have every reason as believers to suppose He can bring such vitality out of our 
death-prone material bodies, no matter how impossible it might seem to be. 
 
Once posit an almighty Creator God, who is more than able to do all He has 
promised for those who are trusting in Him, it follows that such believers can 
rightfully have total confidence in the resurrection of their bodies.  
 
To call one’s self a believing Christian and have trouble with the hope of the 
resurrection of the body is therefore foolish. 
 

“You foolish person!” says Paul in verse 36a.  See also Acts 26:8. 
 
When Job asked all manner of questions in his suffering, he included this query: 
“If a man dies, shall he live again?” (Job 14:14)  When God answered in Job 38-41, He 
focused Job’s attention on His power in creation, asking Job multiple questions like 
this: “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?” (Job 38:4)  God is 
saying to Job that His observable power in creation is enough to give Job good 
reason to know that his Redeemer lives and at the last will stand on the earth, at 
which moment Job will see Him in his flesh for himself.  (Job 19:23-27)  That is 
Paul’s argument in I Corinthians 15:35-38a too, and it still holds for us who can see 
the same handiwork of our Creator all about us in our day as well. 
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B.   The Creator God has observable power to make bodies suitable to their 
environment and does so all the time.  (38b-49) 

 
 
In answer to the second question someone might pose found in verse 35, “With what 
kind of body do they come?”  Paul answers with these words found in verse 38, “But 
God gives . . . to each kind of seed its own body”.  
 
First Paul deals with what God does in the seen world to fit various bodies to be 
perfectly adapted to inhabit the place designed for them.  Then he deals with the 
unseen, eternal world. 
 
1.  God fits each created entity in the seen world with a body suitable to its 

designated environment which is temporal. 
 

The terrestrial world: 
 

“For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another 
for animals, another for birds, and another for fish.” (39) 

 
The celestial world: 

 
“There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the 
heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another.  There 
is one glory of the sun, and another of the moon, and another glory of 
the stars; for star differs from star in glory, . . . ” (40-41) 

Note the description of those who are raised in Daniel 12:2-3. 
 
2.  God does the same with the resurrection of the dead making their bodies 

suitable for their designated environment which is eternal. 
 

“So is it with the resurrection of the dead.” (42a) 
 

This is illustrated by means of four antithetical, contrasting couplets in 
verses 42b – 44a. 

 
• “What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.” 

Imperishable means immune, invulnerable, incorruptible; no flu, 
pain, aging, or death. 

 
• “It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory.” 

Glory means a splendor that transcends the present body as a 
blossom does the rotting seed from which it rose.  
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• “It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.” 
Power is seen in Jesus’ resurrection body which ascended into 
the clouds, not because of a well-developed vertical leap or some 
anti-gravitational device, but because He had power over that 
body enabling it to do that.  His transfiguration also previewed 
something of the power and the glory of His future resurrection 
body.  And ours too, for we shall be like Him. 

“ . . . we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.” (49b) 
 

• “It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.” 
Spiritual may refer to the resurrection body’s suitability to its 
eternal environment.  Every part of that super-natural, eternal 
body will obey our conscious wills and the Spirit of God fully.  It 
will be capable of acting independently of the limitations of time 
and space as was the case with Jesus’ glorified resurrection 
body.  It will be Spirit-filled in the most complete and perfect 
way and Spirit-empowered to obey and do the will of God 
forever with joy. 

 
 
 
Therefore, since God has created our present natural bodies out of nothing in the 
Beginning and provides all manner of illustrations of His ongoing power to bring life 
out of what appears to be dying in the present natural world, we can have total 
confidence that He can and will fulfill His promise about what it is yet to come for us.  
Our future resurrection bodies are just as certain as our present natural bodies.  As 
we have had the one, so we will have the other. 
 

“Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust (Adam), we shall 
also bear the image of the man of heaven (Jesus Christ).”  (49) 

 
 

IF THE RISEN CHRIST PROMISED IT AND THE CREATOR GOD CAN DO IT, 
THAT SETTLES IT  -  THE BEST IS YET TO BE  -  NO MATTER WHAT. 

 
 

---------------------------------------- 
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Deepening the Joy and Peace in Believing 
“Behold!  I tell you a mystery.” (51a) 

 
Having so clearly and convincingly established the certainty of the resurrection of 
the body in our future as being every bit as certain as the reality of Christ’s bodily 
Resurrection and the Creator God’s power (and our present natural bodies), Paul 
goes on to add related truths that serve to deepen the joy believers have in that 
living hope in verses 50-58, which close out this classic passage on the resurrection. 
 
1.  An instantaneous transformation is coming for us all at the moment of 

Christ’s Return.  (50-53) 
 

“We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.” (51b-52) 

 
“Therefore encourage one another with these words.”  (I Thessalonians 4:18) 

 
2.  Death will no longer defeat all hope at the last, for God gives us the final 

victory over death through our Lord Jesus Christ to our eternal joy. (54-57) 
 

“But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
(57) 

 
“The last enemy to be destroyed is death.”  (26) 

 
“He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.”  (Revelation 21:4) 

 
3.  Until Christ’s Return or our physical death, we have every encouragement 

to live with hope that the best IS yet to be.  (58) 
 

“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”  
(58) 

 
 

We can always abound in the work of the Lord 
because 

We can abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
“NOW MAY THE GOD OF HOPE FILL YOU WITH ALL JOY AND PEACE IN BELIEVING, 

SO THAT YOU WILL ABOUND IN HOPE BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.” 
Romans 15:13 NASB 
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BUT DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE THAT? 
 
 

“Oh that my words were written! 
Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 

Oh that with iron pen and lead 
they were engraved in the rock forever! 

 
For I know that my Redeemer lives, and  
at the last he will stand upon the earth. 

 
And after my skin has been thus destroyed,  

yet in my flesh I shall see God, 
whom I shall see for myself,  

and my eyes shall behold, and not another.” 
 

Job 19:23-27a 
 
 
 
 

A noted conductor was taking his choir and orchestra through the final rehearsal of 
George Frideric Handel’s “Messiah”. The soprano soloist was doing the refrain, “I 
know that my Redeemer liveth,” with flawless technique, perfect breathing and clear 
enunciation.   
 
All looked to the conductor expecting his nod of approval, but with a motion of his 
baton for silence he walked over to the soloist.  He said to her almost sorrowfully, 
“My daughter, you do not really know that your Redeemer lives, do you?”  
 
Embarrassed, she answered, “Why yes, I think so.” 
 
The conductor said, “Then sing it!  Tell me so that I’ll know you have experienced 
the joy and power of it!” 
 
He lifted his baton, the orchestra began, and she sang with all her heart. 
 
Those who listened wept.  The old master’s eyes were wet with tears too and he said 
to her, “You do know, for this time you have told me.”   
 
 


