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Human beings are hope-shaped creatures. 

The way you live now is completely controlled by what you believe about the future.

Timothy Keller

Title: The Final Cure

Main Passages: Revelation 21:1 - 8, Romans 8:18, 2 Corinthians 4:16 - 18

Secondary Passage: Revelation 22:1 - 21

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, 
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, 
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.”
Revelation 21:3 - 4

Overview: One day Jesus will return and he will set right all that is broken in our world.  He will raise the dead.  He will 
wipe away our tears.  He will bind up the brokenhearted, and suffering, sickness, sorrow, and death will be put away by 
our Lord Jesus forever.  

This great day is coming, which means we can have strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow.  The best is yet 
to come.  

This isn’t pie in the sky thinking.  Jesus’ second coming is the consummation of human history.  It is the final act in 
God’s great story, and it will happen because God’s promises never fail and the Promised One never disappoints.  
Therefore, there is nothing more practical for us to do during seasons of sorrow than to think about the great day 
when Jesus returns.

So as we wrap up this series on walking with God through seasons of suffering, consider for a moment what you 
believe about the future.  

Do you believe that when you die, the story is over?  That you go into the ground to be forgotten?  Do you believe 
that the happiness you experience in this life is all the happiness you will ever get?  Do you believe that what is lost 
cannot be found?  That your aging body will never feel fresh again?  

This is one way to think about the future.  

But it isn’t the future God offers us in Jesus.  God offers a new heaven and a new earth.  He offers a future of endless 
joy with resurrected bodies and reconciled relationships.  He promises a final cure for suffering to anyone who will trust 
in his Son, Jesus.

When we embrace this view of the future we can say with the apostle Paul, The sufferings of this present time are not 
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worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.1    Therefore we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature 
is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. 
For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.2

Opening Question: 
What has been one of the most helpful things God has revealed to you during this series?

Discussion Questions: 

Read Romans 8:18 and 2 Corinthians 4:16 – 18. What sticks out to you from these verses?   
How does Paul deal with suffering?  
Read Revelation 21:1 – 8.  What sticks out to you from this passage? 
What does Revelation 21:1 – 8 reveal about God? 
What does Revelation 21:1 – 8 reveal about the future? 
Look at 2 Corinthians 8:9, Galatians 3:13, and Romans 5:10.  What has Jesus done so that our future is certain?    

Application Section: 

What helps you to remember that the best days are in front of you? 
What are you most looking forward to about Jesus’ second coming? 
What hurt, pain, or tears in your life are you most looking forward to Jesus taking away? 

Table Time With Kids:
What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
Read Revelation 21:1 – 8.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
Does God have a plan for history?  Yes. History is moving toward the return of Jesus.
When will Jesus return? We don’t know the exact date, but we do know that his return could happen at any moment. 
What will Jesus do when he returns?  He will wipe away every tear and put away suffering forever. 
What does God want us to do as we wait for Jesus to return? He wants us to follow Jesus!

1� Romans 8:18
2� 2 Corinthians 4:16 - 18


