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Suffering tears us apart if we are uncertain of God's love for us.

Martin Luther

Never shall I forget those flames which consumed my faith forever.... 

Never shall I forget those moments which murdered my God and my soul and turned my dreams to dust.

Elie Wiesel, Night

Title: The Unimaginable

Main Passage: Job 1:1-22

Secondary Passages: Hebrews 4:14 – 16, John 3:16 – 17, 2 Corinthians 8:9, Psalm 34:18, John 11:1 - 44

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 

Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshiped. And he said, “Naked I came 
from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord.”
Job 1:20-21

Overview: Life is hard and at times terribly unfair.  A cursory look at the last 100 years of human history shows this 
to be true.  But most of us don’t need to look that far.  We have our own stories of walking through dark valleys of 
suffering and the scars to prove we were there.

Our visceral response to suffering is often doubt and disbelief.  We can’t imagine why a good God would allow 
something so horrific to happen.  We can’t comprehend why God doesn’t lift the dark cloud of depression.  If God 
is good, he wouldn’t want us to suffer.  If God is powerful, he could remove our suffering.  And yet suffering exists, 
so either God doesn’t exist or he isn’t as powerful and good as he claims to be.  So unimaginable suffering can make 
God’s existence unreal to our hearts.

This was what happened to Elie Wiesel during his dark nights in a Nazi death camp as he witnessed the slaughter of 
countless innocent men, women, and children.  The unimaginable suffering around him destroyed his faith in God.

It should be said that doubt and disbelief are understandable responses to suffering, and yet it is equally important to 
affirm that they are not the only response.  Other people have responded to suffering with weeping and worship. 

We see this response perhaps most clearly in the story of Job.  

Job was a righteous man who lost everything including his family, his health, and his wealth.  During this time, Job 
learned the hard lesson that he was never in control of his life and he could not save himself.  

Throughout most of his hardship, God appeared absent and uninvolved.  He wasn’t, of course, but Job didn’t know 
this.  All Job knew was that his life was coming apart at the seams.  

And yet miraculously, Job worshiped the Lord during his suffering.  Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his 
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head and fell on the ground and worshiped. And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I 
return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 1    

As Job’s story unfolds, we see that Job continues this pattern of weeping and worshiping.  He continues to believe in 
God’s goodness, even when the darkness hid God’s face.  He continues to believe God loved him, even when God’s 
will didn’t make any sense.  

Job’s response to suffering is available to all of us through Jesus, because Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection reveals 
that despite all the unimaginable suffering around us, God loves us and will rescue us from suffering, sickness, evil, 
and sorrow.  Jesus suffered, so we can have hope when we suffer.  Jesus is able to save, because he didn’t save himself.  
Jesus entered and endured suffering to put an end to it, and he invites us to worship and weep until his work against 
suffering is finished.    

Opening Question: 

What kind of questions do people ask when they go through seasons of suffering?

Discussion Questions: 

Read Job 1:1 - 22.  What sticks out to you from these passages?
What does Job 1:1 – 22 reveal about God?
What does Job 1:1 – 22 reveal about the world we live in?
What does Job 1:1 – 22 reveal about suffering?
Look closely at verses 20 – 22.  How does Job respond to the suffering he faces?   
Read Hebrews 4:14 – 16, John 3:16 – 17, 2 Corinthians 8:9, Psalm 34:18 and John 11:1 – 44.  What do these verses 
reveal about God’s heart for those who suffer?  
In what ways does Jesus’ death on the cross reveal that God cares about suffering and sorrow? 

Application Section: 

Talk about a time in your life when you experienced suffering.  How did you respond to the suffering you faced? 
What makes it difficult for you to believe that God loves you when you suffer?  
What is one area of your life in which you’re currently suffering? How can this group encourage you during this 
season?   

Table Time With Kids:
What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
Read Job 1:1 - 22.  What sticks out to you from these verses?
Do good people experience suffering? Yes. Until Jesus returns, all people will go through difficult times.
Does God ever abandon us? No. At times we may feel like he has abandoned us, but Jesus’ death on the cross reveals 
that God never abandons us.  

1� Job 1:20 - 21


