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 WEEK 1

Date: April 12

Title: Washed and Waiting

Main Passages: 1 Corinthians 6:9 - 11, Romans 8:18 - 25

Secondary Passages: John 8:1 - 11, Romans 8:1 - 17

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.                          Romans 8:23

Overview: You don’t have to look hard to see that something is broken in our approach to love, sex and marriage.  
Daily we see the confusion and heartache that results from relationships that have failed.  Daily we experience the 
struggle that comes from our impulses to pursue sex outside the bounds of God’s design.  Our sexual and relational 
brokenness has led to a whole host of problems in our world from pornography to broken families to human 
trafficking.  Clearly, when it comes to love, sex and marriage what we experience isn’t what God designed.

In light of this reality, there are two paths to walk.  

One path is the path of rebranding.  On this path we say things like this: “We have the freedom to do what we want, 
when we want, with whom we want, and nobody can tell us what to do, as long as it doesn’t hurt anybody.”  This 
attitude leads us to label our ongoing selfishness and perversion as God’s good design for his creation.  If we take 
this path, we are fundamentally stuck in our sin, repeating and replaying our brokenness, because of course we think 
there is nothing wrong with us.  We think we don’t need help or healing.  In other words, to rebrand our brokenness as 
goodness is to say no to change, healing, and grace. 

The other path is a path called redemption.  On this path we call our brokenness what it is.  Sin.  Perversion.  
Selfishness.  Lust.  These words may cause us to squirm because they bring us into the light.  But there is great hope 
in stepping into the light because of the gospel: Jesus died to forgive and he rose from the grave to transform.  
The Bible teaches that when we believe in Jesus we are washed clean from sin1  and empowered by the Holy Spirit 
to patiently wait as God completes his work of redemption in this world.  As we wait we may continue to wrestle with 
particular weaknesses and proclivities to sin.  This wrestling with sin doesn’t bring shame.  It brings confidence because 
we know that we are washed and waiting.  In other words, to walk the path of redemption is to say yes to being washed 
clean from sin by Jesus and to patiently waiting for Jesus on this side of his new creation.

1  Baptism is a powerful symbol of being washed clean from sin.  If you have trusted in Jesus but you have not been baptized, it is 
important for you to experience baptism so that you have a powerful reminder of the reality that you are washed and waiting.  If you would 
like to be baptized, send us an email at baptism@faithefc.org.
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Opening Question: 
Where have you seen people doing what they want, when they want, with whom they want?  What have been the 
results?

Discussion Questions: 
Read 1 Corinthians 6:9 - 11.  What sticks out to you from this passage? 
Describe the people who will not inherit the kingdom of God.  
In what ways are the people listed in verses 9 – 10 doing what they want, when they want, with whom they want?
What are some negative consequences to yourself and others of doing what you want, when you want, with whom 
you want?  
In verse 11, Paul says to the church in Corinth, “Such were some of you. But you were washed.”  According to verse 
11, what is true of people who believe in Jesus?
Read Romans 8:18 – 25.  What sticks out to you from this passage?   
According to these verses, what is all of creation eagerly waiting for? 

Application Questions: 
What evidence do you see in your life that God has started a work of redemption?
What evidence do you see in your life that God’s work of redemption is not complete? 
Identify one specific action you will take as a result of this lesson.  Write it down.  If appropriate, share it with your 
small group.   

What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
Who saves you from your sin?  Jesus.  
What happens when you trust Jesus?  He forgives all your sin.
After you trust Jesus, will you continue to struggle with sin?  Yes.  All Christians struggle with sin until Jesus completes 
his work of redemption.
When will Jesus’ work of redemption be complete?  When Jesus comes back.
What should you do until Jesus comes back?  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, you should confess sin to Jesus, you 
should rest knowing you are washed clean from all sin and you should eagerly wait for Jesus to finish his work in your life.  
Parents, this week help your children to understand that Jesus came to redeem them.  This means that when 
they trust in Jesus, they are washed clean from all their sin.  Ask your children this week if they have trusted in 
Jesus.  If they have not trusted in Jesus, ask them if they would like to trust Jesus as their Savior. 


