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WEEK 12

Date: April 13

Title: Jacob and Joseph Die

Main Passage: Genesis 50:1-26

Secondary Passages: Hebrews 11:1-22, Revelation 21 - 22

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: “By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of 
the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones.” Hebrews 11:22

Overview:  The opening chapter of Genesis was filled with life and blessing.  In that chapter we watched God create 
everything we know and enjoy, and as Genesis 1 closed all of God’s creation was blessed by God and teeming with life.  

Now we come to the closing chapter of Genesis which is filled with death.  Genesis 50 opens with Joseph kneeling at 
Jacob’s deathbed.  Joseph’s eyes are filled with tears and his heart is broken as he says goodbye to the father he loves.  

After Jacob dies, in keeping with his father’s last wish, Joseph travels to the Promised Land to bury Jacob with his 
ancestors – Abraham and Isaac.  After burying his dad, Joseph returns to Egypt with his brothers.

In Egypt Joseph’s brothers become fearful that Joseph will finally seek revenge now that their father is dead.  Joseph 
responds to his brothers’ fear with grace, mercy and kindness.  More than anything he wants to see their relationship 
restored, so he comforts them by reminding them of God’s sovereignty over all things including the hardships that he 
faced, and he speaks kindly to them by promising to provide for them.  Joseph then remains in Egypt with his brothers 
for the rest of his life.  

The book of Genesis then closes with Joseph’s death.  On his deathbed Joseph repeats his father’s last wish to ulti-
mately be buried in the Promised Land.  Joseph’s desire highlights the dominant theme woven throughout Genesis, 
which is faith in God’s promise to bless his people.  

From the opening chapters of Genesis God promised to bless his people.  God’s desire to bless has survived the Fall, 
the flood, the barrenness of Sarah and Rebekah’s wombs, the dysfunction of Jacob, and the great wrongs done to Jo-
seph. Now, in death, Joseph is convinced that God’s desire to bless him will not be extinguished.  Joseph fully expects 
to one day experience the fullness of God’s blessings and so he gives directions to be buried in the Promised Land 
with the ancestors of his faith.1  

The theological point of Joseph’s death is that death itself will not distance those who keep the faith of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob from God’s blessings.  One day Jesus will return and call all God’s people to rise from the dead.  On 
that day Joseph, Isaac, Jacob, Noah, Enoch, Rachel, Leah, and all those who have kept the faith of Abraham will walk 
together with God into the Promised Land – the New Heaven and New Earth – where the curse of sin is no more, and 
the blessings of God are finally and fully realized.2  

1 Hebrews 11:22, 39
2 Revelation 21 - 22
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Opening Questions: 
What are different ways people respond to death?  What response do you most identify with?  

Discussion Questions:
Read Genesis 49:28 – 33.  How does Jacob die?  What does he ask his children to do with his body? 
Read Genesis 50:1 – 14.  How does Joseph respond to his dad’s death?  What does this reveal about his character? 
Read Genesis 50:22 – 26.  How does Joseph die?  What is his final request?
Why do you think both Jacob and Joseph requested to be buried in the Promised Land? 

Application Questions: 
Do you have Jacob and Joseph’s hope that death will not distance you from God’s desire to bless you?  Why or 
why not? 
What work has God done in your life during this study in Genesis? 
How many generations of faith precede you? 
How many generations of faith do you want to see after you? 
What are you doing today to prepare for the generations of faith that are coming after you?  What instructions are 
you giving?  What examples of faith are you leaving?  

What happened to Joseph and Jacob in Genesis 50? They died.
What did these two men want done with their dead bodies?  They wanted to be buried in the Promise Land.
Why did they want to be buried in the Promised Land?  They believed God would keep his promises to them. 
Does death separate us from God?  Not if we place our faith in Jesus.

-

TABLE TIME WITH KIDS


