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WEEK 9

Date:  March 23

Title: Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife

Main Passage: Genesis 39

Secondary Passages: 1 Corinthians 6:18, Proverbs 5:1-23

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require 
of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8 

Overview:  In Genesis 39 we find that Joseph is now in Egypt working hard for Potiphar, who is an officer of Pharaoh.  
In this we see that Joseph refuses to be overwhelmed with despair, self-pity or bitterness toward his brothers; instead 
he makes the best of a hard situation.    

During this time we discover that God is with Joseph and that God faithfully blesses Joseph by causing him to pros-
per.  Everything that Joseph touches is a success because God has touched Joseph’s life.  As such, Potiphar promotes 
Joseph quickly and entrusts him with his entire household.  And so as Genesis 39 opens, things are going well for 
young Joseph in Egypt.

Joseph’s story then takes an unexpected turn when Potiphar’s wife is smitten with Joseph.  Apparently Joseph is a 
rather attractive young man and so Potiphar’s wife continually invites him into bed with her.

Unlike the men in his family who came before him, Joseph is a virtuous man who is committed to honoring God with 
his sexuality, and so Joseph continually rejects Potiphar’s wife by telling her that he will not take advantage of his mas-
ter or sin against his God.  

In spite of Joseph’s clear commitments, Potiphar’s wife refuses to relent.  The desire that Potiphar’s wife has for Joseph 
finally escalates to the point where one day when Joseph is alone in the house with her she grabs his coat and begs 
him to go to bed with her.  

At this point Joseph has every reason to give in.  He is alone.  No one will know.  He wasn’t looking for sin, it simply 
came to him.  But instead of giving in, Joseph runs away so quickly that he leaves his coat behind.  In this we see that 
temptation often doesn’t decrease with our refusal, instead it intensifies as time moves on.  As such, like Joseph, we 
must fight temptation not once but repeatedly.  

Next, we see that Potiphar’s wife is humiliated by Joseph’s refusal and instead of repenting of her sinfulness, she hu-
miliates Joseph by falsely accusing him.  Essentially, she tells her husband that Joseph has been putting the moves on 
her and Joseph gets thrown in prison and left for dead.
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Again, we clearly see God’s presence in Joseph’s life during his time in prison.  In prison God meets with Joseph, 
blesses Joseph and gives Joseph favor in the eyes of the keeper of the prison.  Joseph again refuses to give in to 
bitterness, despair or self pity.  Instead, he makes the best of a hard situation and as such Joseph is again exalted to a 
position of prominence in the prison.

Opening Question: 
What are various ways that people respond to temptation? 

Discussion Questions:
Read Genesis 39.
In what ways do you see God’s presence in Joseph’s life during this difficult time? 
What are the various temptations that Joseph faces while in Egypt? 
How does Joseph respond to temptation? 
What would Joseph’s life have been like had he given into temptation? 
What is Joseph’s life like because he refused temptation? 
In what ways does Joseph’s victory over temptation point to Jesus’ victory over temptation?  

Application Questions: 
What temptations do you face in your life? 
How do you respond to temptation? 
What are some good ways for dealing with persistent temptations that continue day after day? 

What temptations do you face?
Is being tempted a sin? No, even Jesus was tempted.
How should you respond to temptations? Run away.
What should you do when you give in to a temptation? Confess your sin.

TABLE TIME WITH KIDS


